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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A pneumatic tire bead area construction for improved chafer cracking resistance during 
run-flat (uninflated) tire operation comprises a chafer reinforcement fabric component that is 
positioned at the surface of the chafer wherever it may contact the wheel rim flange during 
normal tire operation, and especially during uninflated tire operation. The fabric component 
may be anchored by extending it around the bead. The fabric component may replace the 
toeguard, thereby further reinforcing and protecting the bead area by extending the chafer 
reinforcement fabric component along the surfaces of the bead area wherever surfaces of the tire 
can contact the wheel rim and rim flange during mounting of the tire and during operation of the 
tire. 
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